
Photography:

An Abbreviated 

History



Guiding Questions: 

What is the relationship between 
painting and photography in 1860?

How did the advent of photography 
influence the Impressionists and vice 
versa?



The Camera Obscura - The Early Years

 Mozi (470 BC to 390 BC), 

a Chinese philosopher and 

founder of Mohism

Later- Aristotle (384 to 

322 BC) 

Abu Ali Al-Hasan Ibn al-Haytham (AKA Hassan 

ibn Hassan), born in Basra (965-1039 AD) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozi
https://simple.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mohism&action=edit&redlink=1
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibn_al-Haytham
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basra


Leonardo da Vinci and the Renaissance

Leonardo da Vinci April 15, 1452 - May 2, 1519.



Selfies and the Shroud

Mona Lisa 1503-1506
Self-Portrait 1512 Salvador Mundi c. 1500

Shroud 
of Turin 





Camera Obscura - Dark Chamber



Painter 

Johannes 

Vermeer 

used to 

create 

Paintings

Vermeer, The 

Music Lesson, 

1662-65



First Photograph- 1826

-First Photograph- 1826
Joseph Nicéphore Niépce

-View from Window at Le 
Gras, France
8 hour exposure
Photography Means: Writing with 
Light

 

Image Source

http://cool.conservation-us.org/byorg/abbey/an/an26/an26-3/an26-307.html


Enhanced



First Selfie - 1839



First Photograph From a Negative - 1835

Henry Fox 

Talbot

1835 in his 

studio, 

Wiltshire, 

England



First Human Photographed 1838 or 1839 

Louis- Jacques 

Mandé Daguerre

Boulevard du Temple, 

Paris, 3rd 

arrondissement

Daguerreotype

MORE IMAGES

http://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2015/08/the-gift-of-the-daguerreotype/401816/


First Hoax Photograph - 1840



First Photograph Of People Drinking - 1844



First News Photograph (1848)



Photography imitates Painting 1858

Henry Peach 

Robinson

“Fading Away”

Read more 
about it HERE

http://metmuseum.org/exhibitions/view?exhibitionId=%7B36d81705-241d-4934-ab02-fd7c8dbbb3e5%7D&oid=302289


Vaseline on Lens

Painting Chemicals on prints

Scratching negatives



First Full-Color Photo 1861

James Clerk Maxwell and 

Thomas Sutton created the 

first full-color photograph 

(depicting a tartan ribbon) in 

1861 in London.

 What’s a 

Tartan Ribbon?

What are the 

primary colors of 

light?

https://www.google.com/search?q=tartan+ribbon&safe=active&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS781US782&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiz84KVsfDcAhUk4YMKHQ99DkAQ_AUICigB&biw=1280&bih=588#imgrc=gMTdpRvXQ7IEBM:
https://www.google.com/search?q=tartan+ribbon&safe=active&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS781US782&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiz84KVsfDcAhUk4YMKHQ99DkAQ_AUICigB&biw=1280&bih=588#imgrc=gMTdpRvXQ7IEBM:
https://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/optics/lightandcolor/primary.html
https://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/optics/lightandcolor/primary.html
https://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/optics/lightandcolor/primary.html


Alexander 

Gardner, Home 

of a Rebel 

Sharpshooter 

- 1863

First Conflict Documented on Film - Civil War



1900 Photography Goes Viral  

George Eastman

Inventor of the Brownie camera

Kodak film and the *snapshot

Slogan- “You push the button, we 

do the rest.”

READ MORE
*A hunting term that means to shoot 
without aiming

http://www.biography.com/people/george-eastman-9283428


Guiding Questions/Concepts: 

Viral has a new connotation in the 21st 
century. How does photography go 
viral now?

Compare/contrast revolutionary in 
1900 and today. 
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