
Ceramics Glossary: 
Armature:  A wooden, wire or pipe form used as the skeleton of a piece while it is being   modeled.   
 
Banding wheel:  A wheel revolved by hand.  Originally used for decorating and banding pottery.  Also 

used in hand building for symmetry.   
 
Bat:  A flat plate, usually circular in shape and often made from plaster, that is placed on top of the wheel 

head as a surface for throwing on.  It is easily removable, enabling the work to be safely transferred from 

the wheel.   
 
Bisque firing:  The firing of unglazed pottery to around cone 04 (1816 F) to remove moisture and harden 

the clay for handling during glazing.   
 
Bisque ware:  Unglazed low-fired pottery. 
 
Bone Dry/ Greenware Clay:  Unfired clay that is completely dry and ready for firing.  Moistening could 

return the clay to a plastic state. 
 
Bowl Form: On the potter’s wheel, one of two forms produced, the bowl most notably has a continuously 

curved bottom. 
 
Centering: Bringing calm to a pot on the potter’s wheel.  Maintaining a position of the hands and thus 

pressure to stop the clay from moving about “wildly.”  
 
Ceramics:  From Greek word “Kermos” which means burned earth. It is used in English to cover all 

produces of the potter.   
Fired clay, objects made of fired clay and/or the making of fired clay objects.   
 
Clay:  A plastic medium made from fine-grained igneous rock and water.   
A hydrous aluminum silicate.  Word generally applied to the natural state without any washing or 

screening.  
 
Cone:  A clay/flux material 
 
Crazing:  Minute cracks in the glaze caused when there is a difference in the coefficient of expansion 

between the body and the glaze. 
Crackle- Deliberate crazing for effect.   
 
Cylinder Form: On the potter’s wheel, one of two forms produced, the cylinder most notably has a flat 

bottom from which the walls rise upward.   
 
Glaze:  A mixture of inorganic chemical ingredients in a suspension of water applied usually to the 

bisques, either by dipping, pouring, spraying, or painting.  When fired, the glaze is fused into a glass and 

forms an impervious coating as well as decoration.   
 
Grog:  Fired clay which has been ground.  When mixed with plastic clay, it helps to prevent warpage.   
 
High Firing: (cone)^6 = 2190’   Our stoneware clay body matures, vitrifies, at this temperature.   
 
Kiln:  A special furnace in which ceramics are fired.  Different types of construction to fit the need of the 

clay product.  Reduction, oxidation, raku, wood, etc. 
 
Kiln wash:  Refactory solution painted on the floor and shelves of kilns to keep glaze from sticking should 

it come in contact with any of these kiln parts.  
 
Leather hard:  Before firing, when some of the moisture has been expelled and the clay has lost its 

plasticity and is firm enough to handle.   



 
Low Firing: 
 
Mold:  Usually made of plaster of Paris and used for casting of pressing of clay into a definite shape.  
 
Plasticity:  A quality of clay, the capacity of yielding to pressure and of holding the form given by that 

pressure. 
The property of clay which is aged properly so that the clay is soft and NOT brittle when manipulated.    
 
Pyrometric cones: A clay/ flux material in the shape of a small, elongated pyramid that bends at a pre-

determined temperature.  Known as pyrometric cones, they are used as temperature guides inside the kiln 

during the firing. 
 
Sgraffito:  A form of decoration.  Covering a dark colored clay with a lighter colored one, and cutting a 

design through the lighter clay.  The same treatment may be used with the darker clay over the lighter 

color.   
 
Short: Clay that is NOT plastic. Brittle, feels “dry”, doesn’t stretch well,   
 
Shrinkage:  Clay contraction that occurs during drying and again during firing.  
 
Slab Roller:  An adjustable device for rolling out slabs of clay to a uniform thickness.   
 
Slake/Reclaim:  the process of watering down the clay into a paste in order to remove impurities and then 

let dry to the point of a usable consistency.   
 
Slip:  Clay mixed with water to the consistency of thick cream.  Used for casting, slip decoration and for 

sticking clay parts together.   
 
Stilts:  Triangles of refractory material upon which pottery is placed in the kiln during firing to prevent the 

flowing glaze from sticking to the kiln furniture.   
 
Template:  A profile model of the shape and size of a planned pottery piece.   
 
Thumbnail Sketching: Small, fast drawings produced in order to “see” and sort the many versions of the 

same idea.   
 
Throwing:  Term applied to the act of making pottery on the wheel.   
 
Trimming: The act of remove excess clay from a pot.   
 
Vitrify (vitrification): When a specific clay body is fired to its specific point of maturity, it becomes 

impervious to water.  
 
Wedging:  A manual technique of kneading clay to remove air pockets and render it homogeneous.   
 


